
 
 

THE INTERNATIONAL MEETING FOR AUTISM RESEARCH (IMFAR) 
 

Conference Will Bring Together More Than 1900 Scientists From Around the World to 
Discuss the Latest Findings on the Causes, Treatments and Diagnoses of Autism  

 
Press Conference Highlighting Key Studies Will Take Place Wednesday, May 11 at 11 a.m. 
 
SAN DIEGO, CA – The 10th Annual International Meeting for Autism Research (IMFAR) 
will host more than 1900 researchers, delegates, autism specialists, and students in the 
world’s largest gathering of researchers and clinicians devoted to a better understanding 
of autism. The meeting will be held at the Manchester Grand Hyatt from May 12-14, 
2011. 
 
Scientists at IMFAR will discuss and disseminate the latest scientific findings focused on 
the nature, causes and treatment options for autism spectrum disorders. By bringing 
together both clinicians and research scientists, IMFAR provides a unique opportunity to 
foster international dialogue across various disciplines and methods. This year’s meeting 
includes more than 900 research and educational presentations, lectures and panel 
discussions over three days. “This IMFAR, our 10th anniversary meeting, will showcase 
some of the most rigorous and exciting science presented at any IMFAR meeting. 
Studies dealing with topics ranging from genetics to environmental factors, from medical 
co-morbidities to early intervention will be presented during the three-day meeting,” said 
David G. Amaral, Ph.D. President of INSAR and Research Director for the UC Davis 
M.I.N.D. Institute. “It is exciting that a great many of the participants are students who 
are immersing themselves in the collaborative, interdisciplinary science that will 
undoubtedly lead to understanding, prevention and more effective treatments of autism 
spectrum disorders”  
 
A press conference will be held one day before the start of the conference on 
Wednesday May 11 at 11 a.m. PT at the Manchester Grand Hyatt. At the press 
conference, scientists will discuss key studies to be presented during IMFAR including 
how autism affects parental employment and earnings; the first study of long-distance 
connections in the autistic brain in the first years of life when the behavioral symptoms 
begin; the potential role of prenatal conditions on autism including maternal diabetes, flu 
and fever, and cesarean birth; and a double-blind trial of N-Acetylcysteine in children to 
determine its effect on behavioral deficits; and the behavioral and health profile of autism 
in later life.   
 
Press Conference participants will include: 
 

• David Amaral, Ph.D., President, the International Society for Autism Research  
• Eric Courchesne, Ph.D., UCSD  
• Antonio Hardan, M.D., Stanford University School of Medicine 
• David Mandell, Sc.D., Chairman of IMFAR Program Committee 
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• Irva Hertz-Picciotto, Ph.D., UC Davis 
• Marsha Malick Seltzer, Ph.D., Weisman Center, University of Wisconsin 

 
Note: Pre-conference embargoed study information will be provided to media attending 
the press conference upon request. Press can also call in and listen: 866-866-2244; 
participant code: 6808311. Callers can submit questions to be answered during 
the conference via email to jrubinstein@rubenstein.com.  
 
Media Contacts: 
Jane Rubinstein, Rubenstein Communications (212) 843-8287 / (516) 993-0708 
Dana Marnane, Autism Speaks (646) 408-5749 / (212) 252-8650 
Alison Singer, Autism Science Foundation (914) 552-1580 
 
Press Conference May 11, 11 a.m.: 
Manchester Grand Hyatt, Elizabeth H, Second Floor 
One Market Place, San Diego 
 
Press Registration: 
Media can register via email http://www.autism-
insar.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=253&Itemid=194 
 
One-on-one interviews with press conference participants can be arranged in 
advance of the press conference on embargo, immediately after the press 
conference and throughout IMFAR. The press room will be available for in-person 
interviews throughout the conference. . The IMFAR Press room is located on the second 
floor in Molly A. 
 
About INSAR 
The International Society for Autism Research (INSAR), created in 2001, is a scientific 
and professional organization devoted to advancing knowledge about autism spectrum 
disorders (ASD), including autism, Asperger's syndrome and Pervasive Developmental 
Disorders-Not Otherwise Specified (PDD-NOS). The Society’s main role has been to run 
the International Meeting for Autism Research (IMFAR), which is an annual scientific 
meeting to exchange and disseminate new scientific progress among ASD scientists and 
their trainees. INSAR recently launched a new peer-reviewed journal, Autism Research, 
to serve both the scientific community and public by rapidly publishing high quality 
scientific papers to promote advances in this important field of research. To view the 
journal, visit www.autismresearchjournal.com. 
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